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Says Congress Panels Have
Exposed Intelligence Work
and Aided Mation’s Foes

By JOHN M. CREWDSON
Spuclal to The Naw York Times
SAN FRANCISCO, May F—
Vice President Rockefeller criti-
cized today the recently con-
cluded Congressional investiga-

tions of the Federal intelligencel,

agencies for having “exposed
American foreign intelligence
operations to the world, to the
great profit of potential ene-
mies and the grave distress of
foreign friends.” .

Mr. RocLefeller’s remarks, in
a luncheon speech to the Com-
monwealth Club here, marked
the first reaction from a senior

Ford Administration official tol

the final report of the Senate
Select Committee on  Intel-

ligence activities, which was is-|.

sued last week.

The Senate report containedj

an extensive review of the his-
torly and operations of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, al-
though such sensitive items as
the names of C.LA. agents, the
size of the agency’s budget and
details about the
covert operations abroad were
not published,

At a news conference before|
the luncheon, Mr. Rockefeller|
took issue with Ronald Reagan, |,
a. Republican Presidential can-{;

didate, calling Mr. Reagan’s re-
cent criticism of the renegotia-
tion of the Panama Canal trea-
ty “one of the worst forms of
destructive demagoguery.”

‘An Absolute Absurdity’

The Vice President said thaal:

Mr. Reagan, who served eight
« years as Governor of Califor-

nia, had had no experience in}'

foreign affairs, and he declared
that Mr. Reagan’s comparison

of moves by the Ford Adminis-}:
tration to return control of thel:

canal t{o the Panamanians to
giving back the Louisiana Pur-
chase was “an absoluae absur-
dity.” -

He said that, under the ori-
ginal canal treaty, the United
States had never owned the

. canal but had only the “rights
of sovereignty,” and he te
Mr. Reagan'’s attacks “a serious

illustration of what can be an|

Mr. Rockefeller added that
although he saw no way Mr.
Reagan, despite his sweep of
Republican convention dele-
gates in last Saturday's Texas

agency’s|

primary, could wrest his paray’s
Presidential nomination from
Mr. Ford, he helieved that Mr.
Reagan might repeat hig victo-
ry in other Southern primaries.

Mr. Rockefeller, who deliv-
ered the 10th in his series of
address as on American foreign
policy before an audience of
nearly 2,000 persons, noted
that he headed last year a com-
! mission set up by President

domestic operations.
Results of Inquiry
That inquiry, which issued its

President said, but uncovered
“on the whole a vitaily impor-
tant and reasonably conducted
intelligence operation.” . - .

“We made a series of recom-
mendations to correct the situa-
tion, which the President has
adopted,” he safd.

The Senate committee and its
counterpart panel in the House,
Mr. Rockefeller said,"went “far
_ beyond the domestic scene” in
i their inquiries, and he asserted
that their. public reports “have
had a most serious impact on
the effectiveness of our foreign
policy and national security.”

The House voted against pub-
lishing its panels full report,
but . extensive excepls  were
pointed after a copy was made
available to newsmen.

George Bush, the new Direc-
tor of Central Intelligence,
praised the sclect committee
last night when he told an

a

ses while continuing “'to recog-

irresponsible misrenrecentationt.

Ford to cxamine the C.I.A.’si

final report 11 months ago,|
“defi “definitely found certain|:
domestic violations,” the Vice|

awards dinner of the Qverseas|-
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Mr. Rockefeller did not ea-:
borate {oday an which of thal
committee's disclosures ho be-
lieved had contributed to da-
maging national sccurity, but
he cautioned that “if we are
to avoid war and protect our
interests, we requira both the
most modern intelligence-gath-

ering system and effective
covert  operations?” “An

Awmerica withaut an effective
intelligence agency,” Le added,
“is a sitting duck in 2 world
of loaded shotouns.”

The Rockefeller commission
also investigatad C.LA. plots to
assassinate Prime Minister Fi-
del Castro of Cuba and Yatrice
Lumumba, the late Congolese
leader, but turned its findings
over to the Senate select com-}
mittee without making them
public. The Senate panel re-
leased a report on the assassin-
ation plots last November.
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